
O 
ver the last few years, 

the township has 

made several im-

provements to Fall Park. To 

assist with the cost of the im-

provements, since 2015 the 

township has been applying 

for and receiving grants from 

various organizations. The first 

grants awarded were from the 

Charlevoix County Parks 

Millage Appropriations Fund, 

the State of Michigan Help 

America Vote Act, and the 

Charlevoix County Community 

Foundation. The grants al-

lowed the township to pave 

Fall Park parking lot and desig-

nate handicapped parking. 

Since then, the township has 

received grants totaling ap-

proximately $100,000 from 

the following organizations: 

• Michigan Township Partic-

ipating Plan Risk Reduction 

Grant: security cameras inside 

and outside the township hall 

to prevent vandalism and pro-

tect township property. 

• Great Lakes Energy Peo-

ple’s Fund: paved walkway to 

Deer Lake and channel dredg-

ing. 

• Charlevoix County Parks 

Millage Appropriations Fund: 

pavilion weather curtains, alu-

minum picnic tables (two ADA 

accessible), sidewalks around 

Fall Park, energy efficient 

parking lot lighting, channel 

dredging, paved walkway to 

Deer Lake, new playground 

equipment (coming summer 

2022), platform at mouth of 

channel (coming summer 

2022). 

• Charlevoix County Com-

munity Foundation: Parking lot 

paving, paved walkway, bas-

ketball hoop and paved half 

court with additional parking 

(coming summer 2022) 

• EGLE: Scrap Tire collec-

tion (partnered with Charlevoix 

County). 

This sum-

mer, with 

assis-

tance 

from the 

Charle-

voix 

County 

Parks 

Millage 

Appropri-

ations 

Fund, the 

old playground set, which was 

donated by Louie Fall, will be 

replaced. While we are going 

to miss that playground set, 

we are replacing it with an ADA 

compliant set that will allow 

any child access. There are 

also plans to enclose three 

sides of the play area with 

fencing as a security measure 

(grant pending from the Michi-

gan Township’s Par Plan Risk 

Retention Grant Program). 

FALL PARK IMPROVEMENTS 

American Rescue Plan Act Funds 

A 
long with the generous 

grants mentioned 

above, Wilson Town-

ship was fortunate to receive 

funds from the American Res-

cue Plan Act (ARPA), which 

was signed into law by Presi-

dent Biden on March 11, 

2021. Money from ARPA can 

be used for a variety of pro-

jects, support, and more. The 

Wilson Township Board of 

Trustees has selected several 

project areas where the ARPA  

funds can be put to effective 

use: Infrastructure, Recrea-

tion, and Elections. 

• Infrastructure: Reich Rd - 

Afton Stone Project (partnered 

with Eveline Township), Dutch-

man’s Bay Rd - Afton Stone 

Project (partnered with South 

Arm Township) and Dietz Rd 

West - partial asphalt repair. 

Paving of the south end of Fall 

Park parking lot, and fencing 

on three sides of play area. 

• Recreation: Fall Park im-

provements. New playground 

equipment, fishing docks, 

grills, park benches, trash re-

ceptacles, basketball court on 

south end of the parking lot.  

• Election: Upgraded exterior 

ballot box, facility improve-

ments for election staff. 
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Special points of interest: 

• July 19th - July Board of Review 

(corrections) 

• August 2nd - Primary Election 

• September 14th - Summer 

taxes are due 

• November 8th - General Elec-

tion 

• December 13th - Board of 

Review (corrections) 

Asphalt walkway to 

Deer Lake 

Fall Park Handicap Parking Lot 



voter list, you will automati-

cally be sent an AV ballot  

application via U.S. Postal 

Service. Be sure to check the 

elections you would like an 

absentee ballot for, sign, 

date it, and return it to the 

clerk. If you’re not sure if you 

are on the permanent absent 

voter list, feel free to contact 

the clerk (231) 582-1033 or 

Clerk’s Update—2022 Elections 

August 2, 2022 Primary Election & November 8, 2022 General Election 

Your tax bill will 
indicate if you have a 

Principal Residence 
Exemption 
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You can also hop online at 

https://mvic.sos.state.mi.us/ 

to check your registration 

status, see upcoming elec-

tions, view ballots (when they 

are available), or find local 

clerk contact information.. 

 

A 
 Principal Residence 

Exemption (PRE) is 

an 18-mill school 

tax exemption for the proper-

ty that you call your principal 

residence - your year-round 

home. Your tax bill will indi-

cate if you have a PRE. The 

top part of your bill is the 

portion that gets returned 

Principal Residence Exemption - Are You Receiving Yours? 

If you have a vacant parcel next 

to your principal residence par-

cel, you can claim an Adjacent 

Principal Residence Exemption 

on that parcel. By doing so, you 

will reduce the taxes you pay. 

A “Mill” is a term you probably 

have heard when voting on 

school, township or county 

millage issues. A mill is $1.00 

for every $1,000.00 of your 

home’s taxable value. For exam-

ple, a taxable value of 

$100,000. would amount to 

$100 for every mill on your tax 

bill. If the total mills on your bill 

equals 24, then you would owe 

$2,400 for the year. 

PRE on a Vacant 

Parcel? 

What is a Mill? 

In 1994, Proposal A created 

the term, Taxable Value (TV).  

Proposal A also created Cap-

ping and Uncapping of the 

TV. The TV can only increase 

by the Consumer Price Index 

percentage every year, or 

5%, which ever is lower. 

Whenever a property is sold 

or transferred, the property 

uncaps. This means that the 

State Equalized Value (SEV) 

becomes the TV. For exam-

ple, in 2010 a parcel of land 

with a house had an SEV of 

$53,300 and a TV of 

$53,300 (the property had 

just sold so it uncapped). In 

2020, the property sold 

again. This time the SEV was 

$83,600 but the TV was 

Capping and Uncapping of Property 

Value and the PTA Form 
$70,845. The reason for the 

TV—there are exceptions to a 

property uncapping, which 

are reviewed in State Form 

2766 Property Transfer Affi-

davit (PTA). The State of 

Michigan requires that the 

PTA be part of any property 

sale. It is especially im-

portant if there is an excep-

tion to the property uncap-

ping. You can find Form 

2766 PTA on the Wilson 

Township website under De-

partments and Services - 

Assessor. Some exceptions 

to uncapping are: sale be-

tween certain family mem-

bers; transferring the proper-

ty into a trust or life estate; 

or adding a spouse. 

with your payment. At the top 

of the lower section, on the 

right, there is a gray box with 

three items. For example: 

State Equalized Value:           100,000 

Taxable Value:                           59,000  

Principle Residence Exempt %:0.0000 

If your tax bill shows the PRE 

at 0.0000 % and you are 

living in your home year-

round, contact the Wilson 

Township Assessor, Todd 

Sorenson at 231-582-1033, 

ext. 2 or email: wilsonsuper-

visor49712@gmail.com for 

information on how you can 

obtain your Principal Resi-

dence Exemption. 

 

Assessor’s 

Update 

T 
he August Primary 

Election is fast ap-

proaching with the 

November 8 General Election 

quickly following. Absentee 

ballot applications for the 

August 2nd and November 

8th elections will be mailed 

out in June, and will come as 

a “dual application”. If you’re 

on the permanent absent 



VOTER REGISTRATION: 

• Voter registration en-

sures only those meeting 

state eligibility requirements 

are able to vote, and helps 

keep track of who has cast a 

ballot. 

• Only authorized person-

nel have access. 

• All database traffic is 

monitored. 

• Routine backups. 

• Personal information is 

only released in accordance 

with a state’s legal guide-

lines.  

• Voters who do not ap-

pear on the registration list 

or do not have the required 

form of ID, can cast a provi-

sional ballot.  

MAIL BALLOTS: 

• Vote by mail ballots are 

protected by state rules and 

procedures that determine 

how they must be handled. 

• Mailed envelopes must 

be signed so that the signa-

ture can be compared to the 

signature on the voter’s reg-

istration form. 

ELECTION EQUIPMENT: 

• Each piece of voting 

equipment is put through 

logic and accuracy tests to 

make sure ballots will be 

counted correctly. 

• Ballots and election 

equipment are typically se-

cured with tamper-evident 

seals and transported to poll-

ing places in secure contain-

ers.  

• Most jurisdictions have 

adopted policies that forbid 

voting machines from con-

necting to the internet.  

• While election materials 

are in use, they are closely 

watched by election workers 

trained to notice and re-

spond to any suspicious be-

havior. 

• Each time election mate-

rials and equipment switch 

hands, it has to be docu-

mented. 

• When it isn’t being used, 

voting equipment is stored in 

a facility accessible only to 

trained election personnel.  

ELECTION WORKERS: 

• Almost all processes and 

procedures require that two 

or more trained personnel 

be involved. 

• These officials have tak-

en an oath to uphold state 

election laws and protect the 

security of the election. 

• Representatives of politi-

cal parties or candidates, 

and sometimes even mem-

bers of the general public, 

are allowed to observe and 

monitor election activities.  

ELECTION NIGHT REPORTING:  

• When the polls close on 

election night, election per-

sonnel collect vote counts 

from each machine and re-

port results to election head-

quarters. 

• Ballots and equipment 

are then securely transport-

Contingency Planning: 

If something does 

happen on or near 

Election Day, most 

jurisdictions have back-

up plans in place to 

make sure voters can 

still cast their ballots 
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Have you ever wondered how elections are secured? 
• .  

 

 

ed back to election head-

quarters. 

• Although we may know 

who won an election within a 

few hours, results are not 

official until the vote is certi-

fied by the election office. 

• Many jurisdictions con-

duct post election audits to 

further verify results. 

I 
n 2001 the first fall 

cleanup in Wilson 

Township was held. 

That year 132  compacted 

cubic yards of trash was col-

lected during the hours of 8 

am to 3 pm. Last year at the 

fall cleanup, 158 compacted 

cubic yards of trash was col-

lected, from 8 am until 11 

am. To put the amount of 

compacted cubic yards in 

perspective, the picture to 

the right is one cubic yard 

compared to a 6 ft. tall man. 

Now multiply the cube by 

2022 WILSON TOWNSHIP FALL CLEANUP 

158. Well, you get the idea.  

This year the Wilson Town-

ship Fall Cleanup  is sched-

uled for Saturday, Septem-

ber 24, 2022, from 8 am 

until 11:00 am at Fall Park. A 

postcard from the township 

will be mailed to residences 

the last week of August. If you 

have not received the post 

card by September 10th, 

please contact the township 

at 231-582-1033 Ext 2. You 

can also email the supervisor: 

. 

If you were at a cleanup in 

the past, you may have no-

ticed “Be Prepared to Stop” 

signs and speed monitors. 

One of the problems we have 

is motorists driving too fast 

past the vehicles lined up to 

drop off their trash. With the 

help of the Charlevoix County 

Road Commission, (signs) 

and the Charlevoix County 

Sheriff’s Department (speed 

monitors), we were able to 

slow traffic down and make it 

a much safer fall cleanup for 

everyone. The Township 

wants to thank the Road 

Commission and Sheriff for 

assisting. 

mailto:wilsonsupervisor49712@gmail.com


connected to the east side of the 

building. Bulman also received 

approval for a special use permit 

for outdoor storage of boat docks 

and hoists on a 2 acre parcel 

north of the Quick Care Medical 

Clinic.   

Zoning Permits No Longer Re-

quired for Structures Less than 

200 Square Feet: While the town-

ship zoning ordinance did not 

require a zoning permit for small 

additions or repairs, it did not 

exempt new structures. It is a 

common practice for ordinances 

to have a square footage exemp-

tion for small structures so things 

like small sheds, tree houses, dog 

houses and similar type structures 

would not need a zoning permit. 

The planning commission deter-

mined that an exemption of new 

structures under 200 square feet 

should be implemented and rec-

ommended the change to the 

Bulman Dock and Lift Expan-

sion: Bulman Property Ventures 

received site plan approval to 

construct Phase II of their facility 

expansion late last year and have 

begun construction. Several years 

ago, Bulman purchased 1275 M-

75, which was the location of R&B 

Excavating, for the purpose of 

expanding their manufacturing 

and retail operations.  A phased 

site plan was approved in Febru-

ary 2019 to construct a 140’ x 

200’ building attached to the ex-

isting facility and develop a paved 

75 space parking lot, which was 

constructed in 2020. The ap-

proved plan also included future 

Phases II, III, IV. The plan for 

Phase II consists of a 10,833 sq. 

foot addition connected to the 

west side of the Phase I expan-

sion. The approved plan includes 

30’x 83’ truck bay on the north 

side of the new addition and a 

36’x 84’ truck loading bay to be 

Township Board. The Township 

Board agreed with the recommen-

dation and adopted the change 

and it be-

came effec-

tive in the 

beginning of 

2022.  

2021 Zoning 

Permits: In 

2021 there 

were 27 

zoning per-

mits issued 

in the Town-

ship. Of 

those, 5 

were for commercial buildings or 

additions, 6 were for new dwell-

ings, 11 were for residential ac-

cessory buildings and 4 were for 

residential additions, decks or 

other miscellaneous projects. The 

estimated value of all the 2021 

construction is $3.8 million. 

Wilson Township Planning & Zoning  Update 

S 
ummer property tax bills 

are mailed by July 1st and 

winter property tax bills 

are mailed by December 1st. If 

you don’t receive your tax bill, 

contact the treasurer’s office for a 

duplicate copy.   

Summer tax bills will be due Sept 

14, 2022 and winter tax bills will 

be due Feb 14, 2023.  On these 

days, the Treasurer’s office, at 

2569 Rogers Road, will be open 

from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM for any-

one wishing to pay their tax bill in 

person to avoid paying interest 

and/or penalty.   

On-Line Review & Payment Op-

tions can be found by logging onto 

www.wilsontownship.org ,  click on 

“On Line Services” to be directed 

to the BS&A online site. From 

there, you can search for your 

property and create a free ac-

count where you can review and 

print your tax bills/receipts from 

2005 to the current year.  Wilson 

Township has partnered with 

Point & Pay to offer on-line pay-

ment options. Credit card pay-

ments will incur a fee of 3% of the 

The Treasurer’s office hours are 

Monday through Thursday 9:00 

AM to 3:00 PM with limited availa-

bility on Friday. This is a home 

office and the treasurer respect-

fully requests that no calls be 

made after 7:00 PM. Messages 

and e-mails are returned daily. If 

you would like to pay taxes in per-

son, please call ahead. 

Karen Hellebuyck, Treasurer 

Tel: (231) 582-1033 ext. 4 

Mailing address: 

PO Box 447 

Boyne City, MI  49712 

Office address: 

2569 Rogers Road 

East Jordan, MI 49727 

Please note there is a black drop 

box marked “WILSON TOWNSHIP” 

on the side of 

the barn where 

payments can 

be left. 

total payment; an E-check will 

incur a $3.00 flat fee. All fees are 

collected and retained by Point & 

Pay. 

Mortgage Escrows: Tax infor-

mation will be forwarded to your 

bank.  

Receipts are mailed upon request 

only. To request a receipt, simply 

make a note on your payment 

stub. Taxes paid by a mortgage 

escrow or a title company will 

automatically generate a receipt 

to the current owner. 

Postmarks are NOT accepted by 

Wilson Township as an on-time 

payment. Please be sure to allow 

time for delivery of your payment. 

Address corrections: Please up-

date as soon as possible to avoid 

a delay in receiving your tax bill 

and annual Assessment Report. 

Name Changes: Please contact 

Charlevoix County Equalization at 

(231) 547-7230 To change the 

address on your tax bills & assess-

ment notices,  

From the Treasurer’s Office 


